
PROCEDURE



Headquarters through the Central Administration for

Fields Operations, establish contact with the General

Attorneys Office (PGR, by its acronym in Spanish) or

with the Mexican Industrial Property Institute (IMPI,

by its acronym in Spanish) to determine if the goods

incur in any violation regarding intellectual property

rights.

In case of a high risk situation, the Central

Administration for Field Operations will contact the

competent authorities, whom, according to the

articles 148 and 149 of the Customs Law will send

an official document to suspend the free flow of

goods.

If the operation does not involve an intellectual

property violation, it is registered on a data base for

future risky operations.

The law does not establish a procedure for the

detection of piracy/ counterfeit goods, however,

Mexico Customs works together with PGR and IMPI

as established on articles 144 fraction XXVIII, 148,

149 and 156 of the Customs Law.
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•Article 144. The Ministry will have, in addition to the 

faculties granted by the Fiscal Code of the 

Federation, and by any other law, the following:

XXVIII. To suspend the free flow of foreign 

goods on the bonded warehouses, once the 

automated selection mechanism  has been 

activated, with previous resolution issued by the 

proper administrative or judicial authority on 

intellectual property concerns, and to 

immediately locate the goods at the authorized 

location designated by the competent 

authorities.



Article 148. Regarding foreign goods that are subject to a resolution of suspension of free flow, issued

by the competent administrative or judiciary authority on intellectual property matters, the customs

authority will keep the goods and will immediately locate them at the bonded warehouse designated by

the authority.

Once the goods are at the bonded warehouse, the customs authority will prepare a detailed report

that must contain the following information:

I. Identification of the Authority that execute the procedure.

II. Resolution of the suspension for the free flow of foreign goods and the notification to the

interested ones .

III. Detailed description and characteristics of the goods.

IV. Location where the goods will be at the competent authority´s disposition.

It must be required to designate two witness. If they are not designated or if they refuse, the authority

will designate them.

The authority will provide a copy of the detailed report to the individual with whom the procedure its

been done and a copy of the suspension of the free flow of goods issued by the competent

administrative or judiciary authority, with the purpose to continue with the administrative or judicial

procedure according to law.
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Article 149.  The article 148 of the Customs Law will enter 
into force  when the resolution,  issued by the competent  
administrative or judicial authority that orders the 
suspension of the free flow of foreign goods , contains the 
following data:
I. Importer  name.
II. Detailed description of the goods.
III. Port of Entry.
IV. Provide an estimated date  of the arrival of the goods, 

not higher than fifteen days. 
V. Warehouse where the goods will be located and will 

be at the disposition of the competent authority; the 
warehouse must be located in the jurisdiction of the  
Pot of Entry.    

VI. Written designation or acceptance of the receiver. 

Article  156. Mexico Customs will 
hand to the competent authorities 
the prohibited  imported goods 
subject to illegal acts according to 
other laws, different from the fiscal 
ones.
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In addition to the inspections of the customs clearance, the customs authority have the 

faculty to inspect and monitor the bonded and fiscal warehouses, according to the current 

rule 2.4.13 of the Foreign Trade General Rules. 

2.4.13. According to articles 3, 10, and 
144, fractions VII, IX, XVI, and 156 of 
the Customs Law, when the customs 
authority is inspecting or supervising 
the goods  at the moment of handling, 
transporting or holding them at the 
bonded and fiscal warehouses , if they 
detect that the goods import is 
forbidden or they represent violations 
to the laws different from the fiscal 
ones, the Administration General of 
Customs has to inform the competent 
authorities  in order for them to 
perform the activities under their 
jurisdiction in a coordinated way. 
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