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Abstract  
 
The increasing importance of Rules of Origin provisions is conditioned by the 
proliferation of Preferential Trade Agreements (PTA) that play a prominent role in the 
international trading system. The growing number of the PTAs and, most importantly, the 
expanding world share of preferential trade generate divergent and often overlapping 
preferential rules of origin, which present challenges both for the business community 
and the authorities implementing origin legislation. The Rules of Origin being a key legal 
instrument for application of Preferential Trade Agreements require profound 
understanding and proper consideration.  
 
This study is a comparative analysis of two major models of origin legislation - the 
European Origin Legislation provided in the pan-Euro-Mediterranean cumulation network 
and the Origin Rules of the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA). These two 
origin models encompass virtually all aspects of Rules of Origin provisions. Thus, 
through analyzing them it is possible to explain and exemplify all aspects of Rules of 
Origin found in various origin legislations worldwide.  
 
The study is presented untraditionally in that it is accessed with automated active links 
and logical sequences between relevant chapters. The study can be read by linking to 
the following URL: 
 
http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/origin/instrument-and-tools/comparative-study-on-
preferential-rules-of-origin.aspx 
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