
National Committee on Trade Facilitation 

Case study: Sri Lanka 

The National Committee on Trade Facilitation (NCTF) in Sri Lanka was established in June 2014, as 

required by Article 23.2 of the WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement (TFA). The Director General of Customs 

was unanimously elected as the Chairperson of the Committee. The Committee is comprised of 9 

members who are heads of agencies which play a significant role in border procedures.  

Subsequently, considering the importance the private sector plays in cross border trade, the chamber 

representing the trading community of Sri Lanka was also made a member of the NCTF. 

In addition, a Technical Committee comprising representatives nominated by the Members of the NCTF 

was formed. Furthermore, a Customs Working Group was also appointed by the Director General of 

Customs to coordinate with the NCTF and the Technical Committee on matters related to the TFA.  

The Technical Committee finalized category A, B & C commitments identified at the Self-Assessment 

Workshop carried out in March 2014 in Colombo and submitted its recommendations to the NCTF. As 

required by Article 15.1 of the TFA, category A commitments that would be in implementation upon 

entry into force of the TFA were notified to the WTO on 31 July 2014.  

The NCTF and the Technical Committee are currently in the process of identifying specifically needed 

Technical Assistance and Capacity Building for the implementation of the identified category C 

provisions. Another important task of the NCTF was to analyze import and export procedures and 

identify the main stakeholders involved in the processes with a view of involving them in the work of the 

NCTF.   

The NCTF will play a steering role in identifying Category B & C commitments to be notified to the WTO, 

in expediting the national ratification procedure for the TFA, in ascertaining the capacity building and 

financial needs of border agencies on category C commitments, as well as liaising with donor agencies 

and the Government to secure necessary funding for effective implementation of Category C 

commitments. 

Sri Lanka is willing to assist other Customs Administrations, through the WCO with its pool of WCO 

accredited experts, in their efforts to implement the TFA. 

Membership of the NCTF: 

Government agencies: 

1. Director General of Customs (Chair) 

2. Director General of Commerce 

3. Director General , Trade and Investment Policy, Ministry of Finance 

4. Director General, Health Services 

5. Director General, Department of Agriculture 

6. Director General , Sri Lanka Standard Institution 



7. Controller General, Import & Export Control Department 

8. Controller, Exchange Control Department 

9. Chairman, Sri Lanka Ports Authority 

 

Private sector: 

10. Chamber of Commerce of Sri Lanka 

 


