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The WCO continues to closely monitor the outbreak of the Ebola Virus Disease (EVD) in West and Central Africa.  

Due to the “unprecedented extent” of the Ebola outbreak in Africa the United Nations Security Council has declared that it constitutes a threat to 

international peace and security and has called on Member States to respond urgently to the crisis and to refrain from isolating the affected 

countries. Resolution 2177 (2014) was adopted unanimously on 15 September 2014 urging for coordinated international action. 

(See http://www.ifrc.org/docs/IDRL/UN%20SC%20Res.pdf). 

Relief mechanisms play a major role in supporting international action when dealing with public health emergencies of international concern. 

Several WCO tools are available to Customs administrations to guide them in their efforts of ensuring effective relief mechanisms are set in place 

in a timely manner.  

 

In 2011, the WCO Council adopted the “Resolution on the role of Customs in natural disaster relief”, calling upon the Customs community to 

provide an appropriate response in case of natural disasters and to facilitate the entry, exit and transit of disaster relief personnel, their 

equipment and other relief consignments, in order to ensure that aid reaches victims in a timely manner. (See http://www.wcoomd.org/en/about-

us/legal-instruments/~/media/A0C1DEE96F944E08BCD48FFDD1A7D4B7.ashx)  

 

The Resolution recommends, among other things, the implementation of WCO tools and instruments, in particular provisions contained in 

Chapter 5 of Specific Annex J to the Revised Kyoto Convention (RKC), and where necessary, the signing of the United Nations Model Agreement 

on Customs Facilitation (Appendix to the Guidelines to Chapter 5 of Specific Annex J to the RKC).  

 

Recognizing the importance of partnership with international organizations, non-governmental organizations and the private sector, the WCO has 

signed MoUs with the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) and the International Federation of Red Cross 

and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC) to develop joint advocacy messages and campaigns, convening joint international meetings and workshops 

and develop training materials, tools and guidance manuals of mutual interest. (See http://www.unocha.org/what-we-do/coordination-

tools/logistics-support/overview and http://ifrc.org/en/what-we-do/disaster-law/news/international/the-safe-framework-of-standards-to-secure-and-

facilitate-global-trade-61324-62086/.) 

 

Furthermore, a WCO Guideline demonstrated the value of applying the key principles of the SAFE Framework of Standards to Secure and 

Facilitate Global Trade, such as the Authorized Economic Operator concept and the Trade Recovery Guidelines in facilitating the process of 

clearing relief consignments. (see http://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/facilitation/instrument-and-

tools/tools/~/media/558C64ADD8634558A123D75357E188EE.ashx). 
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