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Illegal Trade

Observations 

Increased scrutiny on mercury trade leads to increased illegal flows

Most illegal trade in mercury is for ASGM use

About half of all mercury used in ASGM is estimated to be traded illegally (and in some countries approaching 100%)

Common strategies for illegal mercury trade: 

• Falsifying documents by declaring the wrong classification of goods

• Transporting mercury without documentation

• Double invoicing. 

• Smuggling through unauthorized ports of entry

• Disguising mercury within shipments of uncontrolled goods



Illegal Trade

Recommendations 

Reduce demand for mercury by promoting mercury-free ASGM

Monitoring and reporting of mercury movements from source to end use and disposal need to be further improved so 

that the organizations charged with enforcing trade regulations are better informed

Further research into the nexus of gold mining, the trade in mercury and transnational organized crime.

Increase enforcement capacity, for example by: 

• Criminal and civil liabilities or penalties along the entire illegal supply chain 

• Seizures of property or equipment used to conduct illegal activities
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