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 90,000

 Every 2 minutes

 500,000

Every year, more than 90,000 users view 

and download our data on forest 

products.

For every 2 

minutes, someone 

around the world 

accesses our 

webpages and 

views our data. Every year, we validate and update 

500,000 data points on forest products 

statistics
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What do we 

collect?

How do we 

collect it?

Circularity in 

forest-based 

industries

How do 

standards and 

classifications 

make a 

difference?

Opportunities 

ahead …

What are trends in 

recycled materials?



 Secondary processed wood and paper products

 Roundwood

 Wood charcoal, wood chips and residues

 Sawnwood

 Wood-based panels

 Pulp, paper and paperboard products

Production, import and export of: 

Import and export of: 

What data do we collect ?
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How do we collect the data?

• Collected data are shared between all 4 agencies

• Since 1999, in collaboration with 3 intergovernmental agencies through 

the Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire (JFSQ)

• Since 1947 statistics on production, trade and consumption of forest 

products 

• Since 1968 detailed statistics on pulp and paper capacity and production

Responsible agency
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Fundamentals (classifications)

Central Product 
Classification 

(CPC)

Harmonized 
Commodity 

Description and 
Coding System (HS)

International 
Standard Industrial 
Classification (ISIC) 

Combined 
Nomenclature (CN)

Standard 
International 

Energy Product 
Classification (SIEC)

Classifications 

Definitions

Standards

Data and 

statistics



HS and legality



Circularity in forest-based industry

United Nations and the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations. 2021. Circularity concepts in forest-based industries.



Circularity, bioenergy and HS

2022 – wood 

briquettes

2012 – wood 
pellets

2022 – sawdust



Circularity, wood in construction 

and HS

2017 -

prefabricated 

wooden building

2022 –
engineered 
wood products



Circularity, furniture and HS
2022 – wooden doors, 

windows, wooden parts 

of furniture



In the EU, it is estimated that 30 % of the 
materials used in manufacturing furniture 

is wood.

Furniture sector consumes more than two-
thirds of particle board and about half of 

all MDF produced within the Union.

Currently, according to the European 
Federation of Furniture Manufacturers, only 
10% of furniture waste being recycled. 



Circularity, 
paper and HS

 in practice paper can only be 

recycled 5 to 7 times

 only 38 %of fibre material input 

into paper production comes 

from the recycling with the rest 

being virgin fibrous harvest.
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What do we 

collect?

How do we 

collect it?

Circularity in 

wood product 

production

How do 

standards and 

classifications 

make a 

difference?

Opportunities 

ahead …

What are trends in 

recycled materials?
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Opportunities
• Classifying waste, e.g. recovered post-

consumer wood?
• Wood fuel – pellets, waste, and circularity
• Forest product statistics for carbon 

reporting



Carbon Storage in 

Harvested Wood Products 

 Kyoto Protocol … account for HWP … 

provided that transparent and verifiable 

activity data are available for the three HWP 

categories (Decision 2/CMP.7).

 Estimated carbon pool in HWP across a large 

sample of countries using forest product 

statistics.

 Simulations to create case studies that 

explore potential impacts of policy changes. 

https://www.fao.org/3/cb8810en/cb8810en.pdf 

 Increased circularity leads to increased 

storage time. 
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We collect a lot 

of data

With partners 

and via the 

JFSQ

Wood is a 

unique 

opportunity

Standards and 

classifications 

are essential 

but challenging

Opportunities 

ahead include 

codes for waste, 

cascading use for 

energy, carbon 

policies
Recovered paper production 

is increasing and data 

illuminate opportunities
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Thank you!


