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What is ICC 
offering?
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CO Guidelines CO Accreditation
Chain

CO 
Verification Website

CO Online Training



Technical 
committees

An International CO Council

• Electronic CO Taskforce

• CO Accreditation Chain committee

• Rules of Origin working group 
(to be created in 2023) 
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CO Guidelines

• Aim to provide Chambers of 
Commerce and exporters with 
updates on new processes, 
including digitalization of the CO 
process.

• This revised edition:
• provides an overview of the 

latest COs developments, 
notably digitalization;

• deals with the issuing 
procedures for non-
preferential COs;

• covers the determination 
and verification of origin;

• explains chamber's 
involvement with 
preferential COs.

Available on 
https://2go.iccwbo.org/
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Facilitating 
Trade through Global 
Origin Procedures

https://2go.iccwbo.org/


How to read it

Colour Coded:

• Green Sections refer to mandatory standards for all members of the ICC 
WCF International Certificate of Origin Accreditation Chain (CO Chain)

• Black Sections describe best practices and suggested procedures that 
ensure the ease and quality for the process of issuing COs for all 
chambers of commerce.

*******

• Due to the divergence in rules of origin and issuing processes, it should 
be noted that the Guidelines are not a step-by-step rule book for the 
issuing process but rather general working instructions, with the 
exception of Chapter 5 which covers a box-by-box completion of the 
CO.

• Since all chambers must comply with their local legislation, the 
mandatory sections have been written in such a manner that these 
obligations will not be in conflict with these legislations.
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Chapter 2 - Training Requirements

It is mandatory to have a formal training program in place
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A refreshment course is needed every two or three years 

➢ Online training program on non-preferential origin available and provided by ICC WCF in partnership 
with British Chambers of Commerce

➢ Training content on preferential origin developed



Chapter 3 – The applicant
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➢ The registration process of an exporter or the applicant of a CO can be seen as simple and quick

But in the origin work of Chambers of Commerce, it is an important element for the origin 
determination.

➢ The Chamber has the option to visit the company when information is not clear.

➢ The close connection of Chambers to exporting companies in their respective region is an element to 
detect if origin statements are not true and correct. 



Chapter 8 – Fraud
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➢ Usually, applicants for a CO are not looking to commit fraud

➢ Companies make a lot of mistakes in relation to origin because of the complexity of origin

➢ In some cases, claiming another origin than the actual origin might be very rewarding.

➢ 100% fake documents

➢ Options to detect fraud ? The ICC WCF CO Verification website ?



Chapter 10, 11 and 12 - Determination of origin
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➢ Rules of Origin

➢ Products that need extra attention such as Textiles

➢ Evidence of origin is needed before a CO can be issued



CO Chain

• Based on the CO Guidelines, Chambers 

commit to the highest level of quality, 

implementing transparent and 

accountable verification procedures

• Accredited Chambers are allowed to use 

the international quality label on their 

CO forms, which reinforces their 

integrity and credibility as competent 

trusted third parties in the issuance of 

COs for goods arriving at the Customs 

entry point

• An accreditation committee has been 

set up to review the applications and 

approve memberships
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International 
Recognition
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Our Accredited Chambers



Our accredited chambers

To date, we have:

• 31 countries members in the CO Chain, represented by their national chambers, Italian Chamber’s network 
being the latest to join.

• Total of 796 Chambers around the world issuing annually around 8,5 million COs bearing the ICC WCF CO 
Label.
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Our Accredited Chambers
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Quality and credibility in origin
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It is all about quality and credibility

➢ Before a Chamber can issue a Certificate of Origin, we need information from the exporter that the 
origin is true and correct.

➢ Combination of knowledge about rules of origin and knowing your exporters

➢ Is it red tape ?



Supporting the business community
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It is all about helping exporters and importers

➢ Are FTA’s out of control ? (origin procedures and basic principles on origin)

➢ Big struggle for companies, compliance ? who is helping SMEs ?

➢ If it is not possible to streamline procedures within FTA’s, what is the way forward ?

➢ TE, REX en voorbeeldteksten factuurverklaringen (kvk.nl)

➢ Next spaghetti bowl: development of digital systems

https://www.kvk.nl/download/KVK_Voorbeeldteksten_Factuurverklaringen_tcm109-490984.pdf


Supporting the business community
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There is “no one size fits all” solution 

➢ Preferential origin, non-preferential origin, exporters, importers, freight forwarders, customs, issuing 
organizations, ministries, health authorities and many others play a role in origin. 

➢ Don’t look at origin with a limited scope.

➢ How can organizations work together and help international trade with origin?



Genesis – Allowing chambers to certify self-certification

Concept

ICC to build an in-house engine and integrated interface system which allows contracting chambers of 
commerce worldwide to certify invoice declaration in the framework of preferential origin in FTAs.
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➢ Of his own choosing, an exporter shall apply online to the Chamber of Commerce to obtain the 
certification of its invoice declaration. As such, the invoice declaration becomes more trustworthy 
thanks to the certification made by the Chamber of Commerce.

➢ An importer receiving an invoice declaration seeing that the document has been certified by a 
Chamber of Commerce in the country of export, recognizes a reduced level of risk in the 
transaction.

Chamber of Commerce
Chambers to certify the 

invoice declaration which
would add more credibility to 

the exporter’ self-
certification.

Customs
Authority responsible for 
collecting tariffs and for 

controlling the flow of goods 
into and out of the country. The 
invoice declaration is checked 

by Customs.

Exporter
The exporter of the 

products shipped is the 
one declaring that the 

products are of 
preferential origin on its 

invoice.

Importer
An importer is the person 
or company liable for the 

payment of any duties and 
taxes on the imported 

merchandise.

Manufacturer
It makes the good through a 

process involving raw 
materials, components, or 

assemblies. 

Genesis – Allowing chambers to certify self-certification



Thank you.

Martin van der Weide
Martin.vander.weide@kvk.nl

mailto:Martin.vander.weide@kvk.nl


ABOUT ICC

The International Chamber of Commerce (ICC) is the institutional representative of 
more than 45 million companies in over 100 countries. ICC’s core mission is to 
make business work for everyone, every day, everywhere. Through a unique mix 
of advocacy, solutions and standard setting, we promote international trade, 
responsible business conduct and a global approach to regulation, in addition to 
providing market-leading dispute resolution services. Our members include many 
of the world’s leading companies, SMEs, business associations and local chambers 
of commerce.

www.iccwbo.org Follow us on Twitter: @iccwbo
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33-43 avenue du Président Wilson, 
75116 Paris, France

T +33 (0) 1 49 53 28 28 E icc@iccwbo.org

33-43 avenue du Président Wilson,
75116 Paris, France

T +33 (0) 1 49 53 28 28 E icc@iccwbo.org

http://www.iccwbo.org
mailto:icc@iccwbo.org
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