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What is import transaction and firm-level data?



« Importer (name and code)

* Exporter (name)
 Taric number (10-digit level)

« Customs proceeding
« Country of origin
« Country of departure

« Weight

« Value
 Number of employees

Transaction-level data
 Payment to customs
Company-level data

« MFN tariff
 Turnover
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Importers drive the use of tariff preferences



Are the EU’s
free trade
agreements
used to 90%
by partner
country
exporters - or
rather by EU
Importers?

Iceland

Nicaragua 100 Switzerland
South Korea Turkey
Serbia Tunisia
Montenegro Mexico
Bosnia and Morocco
Hercegovina
Lebanon Macedonia
Albania Chile
Algeria Egypt
. EU exports Partner country exports

Source: Based on European Commission and Eurostat data



Import transaction values are important



Import transaction values and the utilization of tariff preferences
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Preference margins and the utilization of tariff preferences
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Importer experience over time Is important



Preference utilization by transaction category over time
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Preference utilization by import transaction frequency and company size
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Important finding 1:

The turnover of companies over time is high



Survival rate of companies (newcomers and leavers) over time
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Preference utilization for consecutive importers over time
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Important finding 2:

Rules of origin are not considered too difficult



Understanding of the rules of origin
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Understanding the rules of origin
. Complying with the rules of origin
. Obtaining the supporting documentation

. Preparing the origin documentation



Understanding of the rules of origin — by firm size

Micro companies Large companies
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Important finding 3:

Customs brokers might contribute to increased
preference utilization



Use of customs brokers at total level
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Use of customs brokers by mode of trade

Use of customs brokers by exporters Use of customs brokers by importers
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Use of customs brokers by company size
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Awareness of the free trade agreement and use of customs brokers
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The Use of the EU’s
Free Trade Agreements

Exporter and Importer Utilisation
of Preferential Tariffs

Who Uses the EU’s Free Trade
Agreements?

A transaction-level analysis of the
EU—South Korea free trade agreement

How Companies Use Free Trade
Agreements
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