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08:00 Registration

09:30 –10:45 Opening Ceremony

09:30 – 09:45 Keynote Speech
Mr. Ian Saunders, Secretary General, World Customs Organization (WCO)

09:45 – 10:45 Setting the Scene
This session, “Setting the Scene,” will provide an overview of the foundations and key dimensions 
of origin self-certification, highlighting both the development of policies and standards and their 
effective implementation. It will emphasize how clear, harmonised origin policies create the 
framework for compliance, while practical implementation, including procedures, digital tools, 
and capacity-building, ensures these policies are operationalised effectively. The session will set a 
forward-looking tone for the Global Forum, demonstrating the fundamental bridge between policy 
development and its real-world application.

10:45 – 11:15 Coffee Break and Networking 

11:15 – 12:30 PANEL DISCUSSION 1:  
Foundations and Frameworks of Self-Certification
This panel will examine the concept of origin self-certification, providing participants with an 
understanding of its purpose and benefits, including enhanced trade facilitation, streamlined 
compliance, and reduced administrative burdens. The session will review the legal infrastructure 
underpinning self-certification, highlighting harmonized policies and regulatory frameworks that 
support consistent implementation across jurisdictions. Through the presentation of research papers 
and practical case studies, participants will explore the conceptual framework, gain insights from 
lessons learned, and identify strategies for innovation and improved compliance in the future.
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11:20 – 11:30 Self-Certification in the International Trade Landscape

11:30 – 11:40 Legal and Institutional Foundations for Effective Origin Self-Certification Systems

11:40 – 11:50 Cutting Red tape using Self-Certification

11:50 – 12:00 Mainstreaming Self Certification in Capacity Development

12:00 – 12:40 Q&A Session

12:40 – 14:10 Lunch Break

14:10 – 15:30 PANEL DISCUSSION 2:   
Sharing Practices and Experiences: Opportunities and Challenges
This panel will highlight the current state of origin self-certification, sharing experiences from 
countries and regions. Speakers will present best practices, lessons learned, opportunities, and 
challenges, emphasizing collaboration between Customs administrations, the private sector, 
and other stakeholders. The session will provide participants with a clear picture of the practical 
landscape, setting the stage for solutions and innovations in subsequent panels.

14:15 – 14:35 Practices for Compliance and Operational Efficiency

14:35 – 14:45 Enhancing Trade Facilitation and Compliance

14:45 – 14:55 Benefits and Challenges in Implementing Self-Certification

14:55 – 15:30 Q&A Session

15:30 – 16:00 Coffee Break and Networking

16:00 – 17:15 PANEL DISCUSSION 3:  
Streamlining Origin Self-Certification Systems through Innovation
This panel explores digital practices and technological solutions associated with Origin Self-
Certification. By adopting these innovations, countries and organizations can enhance transparency, 
traceability, and data security. Integrating digital tools into Origin Self-Certification systems enables 
faster verification, reduces administrative burdens, and streamlines the exchange of trade-related 
information, ultimately supporting smoother and more efficient cross-border trade operations.

16:05 – 16:15 Opportunities under Registered Exporter System (REX)

16:15 – 16:25 Data Exchange Practices on Declaration of Origin

16:25 – 16:35 Implementing Self Certification of Origin at the Regional Level Challenges and 
Opportunities

16:35 – 17:15 Q&A Session

17:15 – 19:00 Welcome Reception

English, French, Spanish and Portuguese interpretation.



09:30 – 10:45 PANEL DISCUSSION 4:  
Standpoints on Implementation of Self-Certification
This panel will present insights on the implementation of origin self-certification from 
the private sector, legal advisors, and Customs administrations. The session will highlight 
challenges, opportunities, and lessons learned, fostering a holistic understanding of 
practical realities and strategies to enhance compliance, efficiency, and trust in self-
certification mechanisms.

09:35 – 09:45 Managing Compliance Across Customs

09:45 – 09:55 Legal Perspective

09:55 – 10:05 Verification Mechanisms for Origin Self-Certification

10:05 – 10:20 Private Sector Outlook

10:20 – 11:00 Q&A Session

11:00 – 11:30 Coffee Break and Networking

11:30 – 13:00 PANEL DISCUSSION 5:  
Compliance Mechanism, Trust and Capacity Development  
This panel will present insights on technical assistance, compliance mechanisms, and 
capacity development for origin self-certification. Panellists from the private sector, 
member Customs administrations, and the WCO Secretariat will share challenges, 
best practices, and strategies to strengthen implementation, foster trust, and enhance 
operational efficiency.

11:35 – 11:45 Capacity Development Initiatives for Member Administrations  
and Other Stakeholders

11:45 – 11:55 Approaches to Compliance in the Private Sector

11:55 – 12:05 Compliance Management through Capacity Development

12:05 – 12:15 Building Trust through Stakeholder Engagement 

12:15 – 13:00 Q&A Session

13:00 – 14:30 Lunch Break
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14:30 – 15:45 PANEL DISCUSSION 6: 
Way Forward – Shaping the Future of Origin Self-Certification Worldwide
This panel will explore the future of origin self-certification from the perspectives of 
Customs administrations, the private sector, regional organisations, developing and 
least developed countries, and the WCO Secretariat. The session will highlight strategic 
priorities, emerging trends, and practical recommendations to strengthen implementation, 
foster collaboration, and advance trade facilitation worldwide.

14:35 – 14:45 Customs Administration’s Outlook

14:45 – 14:55 Aspirations from the AfCFTA

14:55 – 15:05 Perspectives from the Private Sector

15:05 – 15:15 Opportunities for Developing and Least Developed Countries

15:15 – 16:00 Q&A Session

16:00 – 16:30 Closing Remarks 
Mr. Ricardo Treviño Chapa, Deputy Secretary General, World Customs Organization 
(WCO)
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