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Revised Arusha Declaration’s key O
factors: “Regulatory Framework” & wco
“Reform and Modernization”

2. Regulatory Framework
Customs laws, regulations, administrative guidelines and procedures
should be harmonized and simplified to the greatest extent possible so
that Customs formalifies can proceed without undue burden. This
process involves the adoption of internationally agreed conventions,
other instruments and accepted standards. Customs practices should be
reviewed and redeveloped to eliminate red tape and reduce unneces-
sary duplication. Duty rates should be moderated where possible and

exemptions fo standard rules be minimized. Systems and procedures should be comprehensive in nature and focus on all uspeds of

should be in accordance with the revised International Convention on Customs operations and performance. The Revised Kyoto Convention
the Simplification and Harmonization of Customs Procedures (Revised provides a sound reference point for such initiatives.

Kyoto Convention).

. 5. Reform and Modernization

. Corruption typically occurs in situations where outdated and ineffi-
cient practices are employed and where clients have an incentive to
attempt to avoid slow or burdensome procedures by offering bribes
and paying facilitation fees. Customs administrations should reform
and modernize their systems and procedures to eliminate any per-
ceived advantages which might be obtained through circumventing
official requirements. Such reform and modernization initiatives
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About the Revised Kyoto Convention O
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The International Convention on the simplification and harmonization of
Customs procedures (as amended), known as the Revised Kyoto
Convention (RKC) is the blueprint for modern and efficient Customs
procedures in the 215t century.
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(as of May 2020)
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WCO Revised Kyoto Convention @

and other WCO Customs standards Wco
i 3
RKC links with other
WCO standards for
Customs:

The Revised
Kyoto

Convention

HS CLASSIFICATION
HANDBOOHK

FACILITATION
AGREEMENT

The WCO RKC also links with other international instruments such as
the World Trade Organization (WTO) Trade Facilitation Agreement
(TFA). The TFA details what Customs should do, the WCO RKC
details how they should do it.
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WCO Revised Kyoto Convention cont’d 0

WCO
The Convention elaborates several key governing

principles- chief among these are the principles of:
o transparency and predictability of Customs actions;

o standardization and simplification of the goods declaration
and supporting documents;

o simplified procedures for authorized persons;

o maximum use of information technology;

o minimum necessary Customs control to ensure compliance
with regulations;

o use of risk management and audit based controls;
o coordinated interventions with other border agencies;

o partnership with the trade.
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RKC and Integrity O

WCO

WCO Revised Kyoto Convention = —_ _ _
(& WT© Trade Facilitation Agreement) Revised Arusha Declaration

 Regulatory Framework
 Transparency * Audit and Investigation

« Automation  Code of Conduct
Other RKC - Reform and Modernization 2 lulnisl RSl IEE
S * Relationship with the Private Management

A(\‘?;,TIFA P « Morale and
e RKC 9.1/2/3 F’Ssl(':t?r d ilability of inf tion (TFA Art Organizational Culture
: : Publication and availability of information rt. . -
RKC 9.9: Advance Rulings (TFA Art.3) Ic_:eader_shlp and
RKC 3.25: Release and Clearance of Goods (TFA Art. 7) ommitment
RKC 3.35: Border agency coordination (TFA Art.8)

RKC 6.7: Customs cooperation (TFA Art.12)
“The TFA improves transparency, increases “Corruption typically occurs in situations where outdated and
possibilities to participate in global value inefficient practices are employed and where clients have an
chains, and reduces the scope for corruption.” incentive to attempt to avoid slow or burdensome procedures

— tfafacility.org by offering bribes and paying facilitation fees.”
— WCO Integrity Development Guide
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