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Revised Arusha Declaration’s key 
factors: “Regulatory Framework” & 
“Reform and Modernization”
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About the Revised Kyoto Convention
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The International Convention on the simplification and harmonization of 

Customs procedures (as amended), known as the Revised Kyoto 

Convention (RKC) is the blueprint for modern and efficient Customs 

procedures in the 21st century.

Contracting Parties must accept 

the Body of the Convention and 

the General Annex.

122 WCO Members have 

acceded to the Convention 
(as of May 2020)
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WCO Revised Kyoto Convention
and other WCO Customs standards

The WCO RKC also links with other international instruments such as 

the World Trade Organization (WTO) Trade Facilitation Agreement 

(TFA).  The TFA details what Customs should do, the WCO RKC 

details how they should do it.

RKC links with other 
WCO standards for 

Customs:
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WCO Revised Kyoto Convention cont’d

The Convention elaborates several key governing 

principles- chief among these are the principles of:

o transparency and predictability of Customs actions;

o standardization and simplification of the goods declaration 
and supporting documents;

o simplified procedures for authorized persons;

o maximum use of information technology;

o minimum necessary Customs control to ensure compliance 
with regulations;

o use of risk management and audit based controls;

o coordinated interventions with other border agencies;

o partnership with the trade.
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RKC and Integrity

“Corruption typically occurs in situations where outdated and 

inefficient practices are employed and where clients have an 

incentive to attempt to avoid slow or burdensome procedures 

by offering bribes and paying facilitation fees.” 

– WCO Integrity Development Guide

• Audit and Investigation

• Code of Conduct

• Human Resource 

Management

• Morale and 

Organizational Culture

• Leadership and 

Commitment

• Regulatory Framework

• Transparency

• Automation

• Reform and Modernization

• Relationship with the Private 

Sector
RKC 9.1/2/3: Publication and availability of information (TFA Art.1)

RKC 9.9: Advance Rulings (TFA Art.3)

RKC 3.25: Release and Clearance of Goods (TFA Art. 7)

RKC 3.35: Border agency coordination (TFA Art.8)

RKC 6.7: Customs cooperation (TFA Art.12)

Other RKC 

Standards 

(& TFA 

Articles)

“The TFA improves transparency, increases 

possibilities to participate in global value 

chains, and reduces the scope for corruption.” 

– tfafacility.org

WCO Revised Kyoto Convention 
(& WTO Trade Facilitation Agreement) Revised Arusha Declaration
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Thank you
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