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The WCO Secretariat continues to work closely with other international organizations involved in 
environmental issues. This cooperation has been formalised through a series of Memoranda of Un-
derstanding with partners such as the CITES Secretariat, the Basel Convention Secretariat and UNEP, 
which maximises joint e�orts in the �ght against environmental crime.

Since 2001, the WCO has been an active partner in the Green Customs Initiatives (GCI), which is a se-
ries of collaborative activities that include workshops, training material, and joint actions by partner 
organizations aimed at raising the awareness of Customs o�cers to environment issues.

In 2006, Project Sky-Hole Patching was launched jointly by 20 Customs administrations in the Asia 
Paci�c region, supported by the WCO Asia Paci�c RILO and the UNEP regional o�ce in Thailand. This 
regional project led to seizures of 155 tons of ODS, and 116 seizures of almost 20,000 tons of hazar-
dous waste, ranging from e-waste to used clothing and waste oil.

In recognition of its outstanding contribution to protecting the ozone layer, in 2007 the WCO received  
a Partners Award from UNEP on the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the Montreal Protocol on 
Substances that Deplete the Ozone Layer.

During mid-January 2009, all WCO Members were encouraged to undertake a one-day intensive control 
operation that targeted the tra�cking in endangered species. WCO Members used CENCOMM � the 
WCO�s secure global communication tool � to facilitate the smooth and safe transmission of information 
during the operation. Later in the year, as proposed by the WCO Secretariat, more than 100 Customs 
administrations in Europe, Asia Paci�c and Africa will launch a joint operation to intercept illegal move-
ments of hazardous and other waste. This operation will also use CENCOMM and will be supported by 
the 7 WCO RILOs, national environmental authorities and several international organizations.

Customs faces many challenges, but one thing is clear, they are committing signi�cant tools and resour-
ces towards the �ght against environmental crime at the border. The Customs community shares the 
responsibility to protect the planet and its natural bounty for future generations. Luxuries can be repro-
duced, but endangered species cannot. Once they are extinct, they are gone forever. Being more vigilant 
is now imperative if we are to avoid waste dumping tragedies such as that which occurred in Abidjan, 
Cote d�Ivoire in August 2006 during which 17 people died and several thousand were hospitalised.

We have done a lot, but more action is required to stop environmental crime and protect our natural 
heritage. Together, we can make a di�erence!
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