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PROPOSAL ON TRANSPARENCY AND PUBLICATION

l. PROPOSAL
X Internet "publication” of the elements set ouAiticle X of GATT 1994
X Internet "publication” of specified informatioreténg forth the procedural sequence and

other requirements for importing goods into a Mersrritory

. IMPROVEMENT AND CLARIFICATION

1. This proposal would clarify and improve relevantrent transparency-related provisions
under GATT Article X of GATT 1994 by setting outethuse of the Internet as the medium of
"publication" and by providing greater precisiondaspecificity with regard to the elements that
should be published in such a manner as it pertaiimaport procedures.

[, EXPERIENCE

2. This proposal embodies one of the simplest yet rposterful improvements to the trading
system, moving forward to the Information Age ttenaept of "publication” as currently provided
under Article X of GATT 1994. The United Statesnist alone in its recognition and use of this
important tool. In addition to most of its devetgpcountry Member partners, an informal survey of
more than 90 developing country Members shows dhdeast 40 had established comprehensive
websites that included some specific informationimport procedures. The importance of this
element is also reflected in previous WTO work aade Facilitation (see., G/C/W/38&bmission

by Canada G/C/W/363submission by European Communities

“The elements set out in Article X: "Laws regulasipjudicial decisions and administrative rulings of
general application, made effective by any conimgcparty, pertaining to the classification or trauation of
products for customs purposes, or to rates of dakes or other charges, or to requirements, ctistis or
prohibitions on imports or exports or on the trensif payments therefore, or affecting their sélstribution,
transportation, insurance, warehousing inspecgghibition, processing, mixing or other use".
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V. COSTS
3. Undoubtedly, there are certain costs associatdd tivé development and maintenance of an

Internet site. At the same time, experience shiyassuch costs have been dropping dramatically as
technology improves and the ability to easily drfaam "off the shelf" products has emerged. In
addition, there are significant resource-savingd afficiencies to be gained, especially when
compared to other methods of communicating infoionato the public, whether through a federal
gazette or simply having to deal with frequentlikeasquestions of a general character.

4, The most significant beneficiaries of universal antust implementation of this proposal

would be small and medium-sized enterprises, gtliah SME's generally do not maintain either an
economic presence or representation in the teyrivbrexport markets. The proposed commitment
would operate to ensure that SME's have an electpmrtal to markets worldwide, presenting new
opportunities not otherwise available.

V. SPECIAL AND DIFFERENTIAL TREATMENT

5. Informal surveys by the United States have alresttywn that there has been considerable
progress, but with wide variance among developimgntry Members toward robust implementation

of this proposal. The unique situation of eachvildial Member regarding implementation of the

proposed commitment could be addressed early inggetiations through the use of diagnostic tools
providing an assessment of specific needs, whichlead to appropriate and workable transition

periods combined with assistance targeted at iddalisituations.

V1. TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE AND CAPACITY BUILDING

6. The United States has experience in providing tieahmssistance towards the development
of websites for customs authorities. A recent eplanncludes efforts undertaken in conjunction with
planning for implementation of the provisions oktleustoms chapter in a free trade agreement
negotiated with its Central American trade partne@thers assistance providers may have similar
experience, and it would be useful if such Memlzerd, as appropriate, International Organizations
would provide information on experiences and awdéaresources specifically related to this
particular proposal.

VIl. PROPOSED NEXT STEPSIN NEGOTIATIONS

X Members work together to refine and articulateatMs meant by a commitment to Internet
"publication."
X Members work together through the Negotiatinguprto seek out assistance of appropriate

International Organizations and undertake countpggafic diagnostics regarding
implementation of the proposal, with the resultsndude an assessment of possible tasks,
time line, and resources necessary for each pddaiclMember to achieve effective
implementation.

X Members exchange experiences on implementatidrieahnical assistance, and develop a
path by which every Member can ultimately achiauke implementation of the proposed
commitment.



