Doha Work Programme
Decision Adopted by the WTO General Council on 1 August 2004

(Extracts)

1. The General Council reaffirms the Ministerial Declarations and
Decisions adopted at Doha and the full commitment of all Members to give
effect to them. The Council emphasizes Members’ resolve to complete the
Doha Work Programme fully and to conclude successfully the negotiations
launched at Doha. Taking into account the Ministerial Statement adopted at
Cancun on 14 September 2003, and the statements by the Council Chairman
and the Director-General at the Council meeting of 15-16 December 2003, the
Council takes note of the report by the Chairman of the Trade Negotiations
Committee (TNC) and agrees to take action as follows:

g. Trade Facilitation: taking note of the work done on trade facilitation
by the Council for Trade in Goods under the mandate in paragraph 27 of
the Doha Ministerial Declaration and the work carried out under the
auspices of the General Council both prior to the Fifth Ministerial
Conference and after its conclusion, the General Council decides by
explicit consensus to commence negotiations on the basis of the
modalities set out in Annex D to this document.

2. The General Council agrees that this Decision and its Annexes shall
not be used in any dispute settlement proceeding under the DSU and shall
not be used for interpreting the existing WTO Agreements.

3. The General Council calls on all Members to redouble their efforts
towards the conclusion of a balanced overall outcome of the Doha
Development Agenda in fulfilment of the commitments Ministers took at Doha.
The Council agrees to continue the negotiations launched at Doha beyond the
timeframe set out in paragraph 45 of the Doha Declaration, leading to the
Sixth Session of the Ministerial Conference. Recalling its decision of 21
October 2003 to accept the generous offer of the Government of Hong Kong,
China to host the Sixth Session, the Council further agrees that this Session
will be held in December 2005.




Annex D

Modalities for Negotiations on Trade Facilitation

1. Negotiations shall aim to clarify and improve relevant aspects of
Articles V, VIII and X of the GATT 1994 with a view to further expeditin1g the
movement, release and clearance of goods, including goods in transit.
Negotiations shall also aim at enhancing technical assistance and support for
capacity building in this area. The negotiations shall further aim at provisions
for effective cooperation between customs or any other appropriate authorities
on trade facilitation and customs compliance issues.

2. The results of the negotiations shall take fully into account the principle
of special and differential treatment for developing and least-developed
countries. Members recognize that this principle should extend beyond the
granting of traditional transition periods for implementing commitments. In
particular, the extent and the timing of entering into commitments shall be
related to the implementation capacities of developing and least-developed
Members. It is further agreed that those Members would not be obliged to
undertake investments in infrastructure projects beyond their means.

3. Least-developed country Members will only be required to undertake
commitments to the extent consistent with their individual development,
financial and trade needs or their administrative and institutional capabilities.

4. As an integral part of the negotiations, Members shall seek to identify
their trade facilitation needs and priorities, particularly those of developing and
least-developed countries, and shall also address the concerns of developing
and least-developed countries related to cost implications of proposed
measures.

5. It is recognized that the provision of technical assistance and support
for capacity building is vital for developing and least-developed countries to
enable them to fully participate in and benefit from the negotiations.
Members, in particular developed countries, therefore commit themselves to
adequately ensure such support and assistance during the negotiations.?

6. Support and assistance should also be provided to help developing
and least-developed countries implement the commitments resulting from the
negotiations, in accordance with their nature and scope. In this context, it is
recognized that negotiations could lead to certain commitments whose
implementation would require support for infrastructure development on the
part of some Members. In these limited cases, developed-country Members
will make every effort to ensure support and assistance directly related to the
nature and scope of the commitments in order to allow implementation. It is

"1t is understood that this is without prejudice to the possible format of the final result of the
negotiations and would allow consideration of various forms of outcomes.

% In connection with this paragraph, Members note that paragraph 38 of the Doha Ministerial
Declaration addresses relevant technical assistance and capacity building concerns of Members.



understood, however, that in cases where required support and assistance for
such infrastructure is not forthcoming, and where a developing or least-
developed Member continues to lack the necessary capacity, implementation
will not be required. While every effort will be made to ensure the necessary
support and assistance, it is understood that the commitments by developed
countries to provide such suppotrt are not open-ended.

7. Members agree to review the effectiveness of the support and
assistance provided and its ability to support the implementation of the results
of the negotiations.

8. In order to make technical assistance and capacity building more
effective and operational and to ensure better coherence, Members shall
invite relevant international organizations, including the IMF, OECD,
UNCTAD, WCO and the World Bank to undertake a collaborative effort in this
regard.

9. Due account shall be taken of the relevant work of the WCO and other
relevant international organizations in this area.

10.  Paragraphs 45-51 of the Doha Ministerial Declaration shall apply to
these negotiations. At its first meeting after the July session of the General
Council, the Trade Negotiations Committee shall establish a Negotiating
Group on Trade Facilitation and appoint its Chair. The first meeting of the
Negotiating Group shall agree on a work plan and schedule of meetings.

(The full text of the Decision is available at the WTO homepage:
http://www.wto.org/english/tratop_e/dda_e/ddadraft_31jul04_e.doc . )



