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Many news on these zones

Copyright © 2018 World Customs Organization. 

All rights reserved.

(source: https://www.finchannel.com/business/72172-free-trade-

zones-are-being-used-to-traffic-counterfeit-goods-says-oecd)

(source: https://www.albawaba.com/business/pr/uae-ministry-finance-clarifies-details-surrounding-

designated-zones-1072890)

(source: https://www.techinasia.com/jack-ma-opens-malaysias-digital-

free-trade-zone-eye-southeast-asias-ecommerce-boom)



“Free zone” means a part of the territory of a Contracting Party where any goods 
introduced are generally regarded, insofar as import duties and taxes are 
concerned, as being outside the Customs territory.

RKC Specific Annex D, Chapter 2: Free Zones

Standard 4: 
Customs have a right to carry out checks at any time on the goods stored in a free zone.

RKC Specific Annex D, Chapter 2: Free Zones

The RKC: the only international convention for Free zones

-> Free Zone is not free from Customs Control/Customs procedures
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Cases of fraud identified

 Drug trafficking

 Trafficking of cigarettes and tobacco, alcohol

 Smuggling of Cultural heritage

 Counterfeit goods: footwear, clothing, etc.

 False declarations of origin

 Money laundering (bulk cash, trade based money 
laundering )                                                           

etc.

© Ministère public genevois

Morocco Customs

Morocco Customs
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Need international Customs community’s action
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Action Responsible body Relevant Work 
Programme or Action 
Plan

Discuss the development of 
new Guidance on Special 
Customs Zones 

WCO Secretariat, PTC, 
other related WCO 
committees or working 
groups 

PTC Work Programme 

The ECP Action Plan invites discussion on this matter and on the 
possible drafting of an instrument for Special Customs Zones. 

WCO Economic Competitiveness Package 
Action Plan Phase III 
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Key issues
 Involvement in the approval process of those zones; 

 Customs procedures (e.g. entry, storage/processing, exit);

 Current Customs declaration/reporting arrangements, and 
available data/documents; 

 Inventory audit 

 Duty aspect(e.g. exemption from duty/tariffs, importation 
after manufacture);

 Customs surveillance, control and intelligence

 Cooperation with other agencies (e.g. tax authorities);

 Partnership with the private sector (e.g. authorization, 
periodic reviews);

 Mutual Customs cooperation
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Time frame Plan
Step 1
(May 2018)

 Online survey

Step 2
(June to September 2018)

 Regional workshops
 Research missions

Step 3
(October 2018)

 Research paper on SCZs, focusing on Customs 
procedures and the application of WCO 
instruments and tools.  

Step 4
(after November 2018)

 Revision of WCO instruments, or development of a 
new tool (based on the conclusion of the analysis in 
Step 3 and decisions by Members).

Proposed Project Plan for Special Customs Zone/ Free Zones 
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Satoko KAGAWA(Ms.)

Technical Officer

Procedures and Facilitation Sub-Directorate

World Customs Organization
satoko.kagawa@wcoomd.org

Questions?
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