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1. What is EMAS?

Definition

Requirements

Core elements



2. Benefits

Enhanced credibility, transparency and reputation

Enhanced environmental risks and opportunities management

Enhanced environmental and financial performance

Enhanced employee empowerment and motivation

Sources: EMAS Benefits Fact Sheets, 2011 and EMAS Evaluation Study, 2015

https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2022-12/EMAS - Benefits Factsheet (EN).pdf
https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/30752634-549a-11e7-a5ca-01aa75ed71a1


3. How is performance assessed?

KEY AREA INPUT/IMPACT OUTPUT/ACTIVITY

Energy efficiency Total direct energy use, the total energy annual energy consumption

Selected and reported based 

on specific requirements 

(Annex IV EMAS Regulation)

Material efficiency
Annual mass-flow of key materials used (excluding energy carriers and 

water)

Water Total annual water used

Waste
Total annual generation of waste

Total annual generation of hazardous waste

Land use with regard to 

biodiversity

Total use of land

Total sealed area

Total nature-oriented area on site

Total nature-oriented area off site

Emissions
Annual emissions of greenhouse gases (CO2 eq.)

Annual air emissions



4. How is EMAS different from other tools?

EMAS

ISO 14 001

Environmental
Management 
System (EMS) 

approach

Core indicators providing 

benchmark

Data and EMS

checked by independent verifier
Registration by public authority

Publicly available environmental 

statement

Comprehensive check on legal 

compliance

Employee involvement from 

initial assessment 



5. Results at the Commission – examples

Source: EC EMAS results 2021



EMAS Helpdesk

More information: 

https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/eco-management-and-audit-scheme-emas_en

For any question, please contact:

The EMAS Helpdesk

Email: emashelpdesk@adelphi.de

Tel:  +49 (30) 89 000 68 - 522

Fax: +49 (30) 89 000 68 – 10

Your national competent body

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/emas_contacts/competent_bodies_en.htm

The Helpdesk is operated by adelphi in cooperation with the Austrian Umweltbundesamt, Club EMAS Catalonia, Arctik and 21 Solutions on behalf of the European 

Commission, Environment DG

https://green-business.ec.europa.eu/eco-management-and-audit-scheme-emas_en
mailto:emashelpdesk@adelphi.de
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/emas/emas_contacts/competent_bodies_en.htm
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