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SUMMARY 

Purpose of document 

This document provides an update on the Procedures and Facilitation Sub-directorate’s 
ongoing work related to the relevant action items of the Green Customs Action Plan. 
 
In addition, the PTC will be updated on the main outcomes of the 29th Conference of Parties 
(COP29) of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCC) that was 
held in Baku in November 2024, including the Baku Declaration on Green Customs that was 
adopted on the sidelines of COP29. As appropriate, the endorsement of the PTC will be 
sought for the Declaration of the Customs Co-operation Council on Green Customs (the Baku 
Declaration), which was proposed by the Republic of Azerbaijan. 
 
Action required of the Permanent Technical Committee 

The Permanent Technical Committee is invited to: 

- take note of the status of the ongoing work related to the relevant action items of the 
Green Customs Action Plan; 

- discuss and provide guidance on the work being carried out; and 

- review, discuss and, if appropriate, endorse the Declaration of the Customs Co-
operation Council on Green Customs (the Baku Declaration), as proposed by the 
Republic of Azerbaijan. 

 
* 

      * * 
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2. 

 
I. Background 

 

1. The Strategic Plan 2022 – 2025 has identified Green Customs as one of its focus 
areas, implying the need to step up efforts and enhance expertise in this matter. The 
decision to devise an action plan for environment-related work was taken at the 87th 
Session of the Policy Commission (PC) in December 2022. This resulted in the 
development of the Green Customs Action Plan (GCAP) identifying 40 concrete action 
items, to provide the WCO with a    document establishing a clear vision on what 
Customs could contribute to the global green agenda and setting out a number of 
specific deliverables. 
 

2. A first draft of the GCAP was presented to the 239th/240th Sessions of the PTC held in 
April 2023, which endorsed it with some suggestions. Subsequently, the 88th Session of 
the PC, held in June 2023, endorsed two documents: the GCAP as a living document 
noting all the concerns raised, and the WCO Position Paper on Green Customs, which 
had been drafted to raise awareness among other intergovernmental organizations of the 
work of the WCO. Subsequently, the 141st/142nd Sessions of the Council, held in June 
2023, adopted the GCAP, and the WCO Position Paper on Green Customs.  
 

3. Since its adoption by the Council, the respective Directorates of the WCO Secretariat 
have initiated work on the relevant action items allocated in the GCAP. Its progress has 
been regularly presented to various WCO working bodies, the 89th (December 2023) 
and the 90th (June 2024) Sessions of the PC, and the 143rd/144th Sessions of the 
Council held in June 2024. Overall, the GCAP has received strong support and remains 
one of the priority focus areas in the Strategic Plan 2022 – 2025.   

 
4. The GCAP, endorsed by the 89th Session of the PC and adopted by the Council, is 

available on the WCO website under the Customs and Environmental Policies 
webpage; Public and Members only. 

 
 

II. Procedures and Facilitation Sub-directorate: GCAP’s status update since the 
last PTC Meeting held in October 2024 

 
5. The progress has been well-received by Members and external stakeholders as of date. 

While resource constraints may be preventing progress with some tasks, work has been 
done and ongoing on several substantive initiatives.  
 

6. Delivered action items: Procedures and Facilitation Sub-directorate is responsible for 
approximately 11 GCAP action items. Of these, the 6 items (GCAP’s 5, 6, 8, 20, 21 and 
27) that have been successfully delivered, largely in collaboration with the Enforcement 
and Compliance Sub-directorate, were reported to the 245th/246th Sessions of the PTC 
held in October 2024. 
 

7. Action items in progress: Since the last PTC Sessions, progress has been made on 
some of the following pending action items, which are mainly dependent on the 
availability of funding and resources: 

Procedures and Facilitation Sub-directorate GCAP action items  

GCAP 
No. 

ACTIONS 
Responsible 

(WCO Secretariat) 

https://www.wcoomd.org/en/topics/customs-and-environmental-policies.aspx
https://www.wcoomd.org/-/media/wco/public/global/pdf/topics/key-issues/green-customs/gcap-public.pdf?la=en
https://www.wcoomd.org/-/media/meeting-documents/policy-commission/88/sp0822e.pdf?la=en
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GCAP-2 

Develop, together with Members, understanding and 
guidance on performance in green matters in order to 
identify common parameters that could lead to the 
creation of a Green Customs assessment tool (similar to 
the Gender Equality Organizational Assessment Tool 
(GEOAT)) for self- assessment (depending on available 
funding and resources) 

CBD, Compliance 
& Facilitation 

GCAP-18 

Carry out a stocktaking exercise: collect good practices 
and draft a catalogue of Customs measures taken to 
green trade (depending on available funding and 
resources) 

CBD & Facilitation 

GCAP-19 
Develop guidelines on facilitation measures for return-
refill containers and packaging (depending on available 
funding & resources) 

Facilitation 

GCAP-25 
Collect experiences in implementing disruptive 
technology and innovative working methods to promote 
intelligence-led cooperation 

Facilitation, in 
coordination with 

Compliance RILOs 

GCAP-26 
Contribute to collective efforts in green matters through 
the sharing of best practices and integrate knowledge 
from other leading organizations 

RPU, Facilitation, 
Compliance & CBD 

GCAP-3 

Carry out a stocktaking exercise: collect good practices 
and draft a catalogue of Customs measures taken to 
reduce the Customs environmental footprint (depending 
on available funding and resources) 

CBD 
(work already 

initiated by 
Facilitation) 

 

8. Regarding GCAP-2, the Concept Note titled “Development of a Green Customs Self-
Assessment Tool” (Annex PC0760EAE1a to Document PC0760Ea) was presented to the 
245th/246th Sessions of the PTC. Following this, the SECO-WCO Global Trade 
Facilitation Programme (GTFP) conveyed its interest in funding the work on this action 
item. Given the complementary nature of some action items in the GCAP, a consolidated 
approach will be considered to accomplish work on GCAPs 3, 18, 25 and 26 within the 
scope of GCAP-2. 
 

9. While the funding details and preparatory phase to kick-start the work on GCAP-2 are yet 
to be finalized, initial groundwork has been initiated within the scope of GCAP’s 3, 18, 25, 
and 26. As part of the WCO’s annual survey, the survey titled “WCO Survey on Green 
Customs initiatives and innovative solutions implemented by Customs 
administrations” has been circulated to Members on 3 March 2025, with a deadline of 
31 March 2025. A copy of the survey has been attached to this document as Annex 
PC0785EAE1a. 
 
 

III. Declaration of the Customs Co-operation Council1 on Green Customs (the Baku 
Declaration 

10. A side event titled the “Green Customs - A Dialogue of Leading Customs Official” hosted 
by the Republic of Azerbaijan at COP29 of the UNFCC was held in Baku in November 
2024. 
 

11. Drawing upon the insightful discussions, diverse perspectives, shared experiences and 
valuable ideas exchanged during the COP29 side event, and acknowledging the 
importance of ensuring continued cooperation, a Baku Declaration on Green Customs 
was adopted. Subsequently, a Declaration of the Customs Co-operation Council on 

                                                           
1 Customs Co-operation Council is the official name of the World Customs Organization (WCO). 

chrome-extension://efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.wcoomd.org/-/media/meeting-documents/permanent-technical-committee/245/pc0760eae1.pdf?la=en
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4. 

Green Customs (the Baku Declaration) was proposed by the Republic of Azerbaijan for 
consideration by the WCO. Please see Annex II – PC0785EAE2a to this document.  
 

12. The PTC will be updated on the main outcomes of the COP29, including the adopted 
Baku Declaration on Green Customs that was adopted on the sidelines of COP29. As 
appropriate, the endorsement of the PTC will be sought for the Declaration of the 
Customs Co-operation Council on Green Customs (the Baku Declaration). 

 

IV. Action required of the Permanent Technical Committee  

13. The Permanent Technical Committee is invited to: 

- take note of the status of the ongoing work related to the relevant action items of 
the Green Customs Action Plan; 

- discuss and provide guidance on the work being carried out; and 

- review, discuss and, if appropriate, endorse the Declaration of the Customs Co-
operation Council on Green Customs (the Baku Declaration), as proposed by the 
Republic of Azerbaijan. 

 

* 

      * * 
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