
 

 

 

 

8th WCO PICARD Conference 

St. Petersburg, 18-20 September 2013 

 

CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

DAY 1 WEDNESDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER 2013 

08.00 – 09.30 Registration 

09:30 - 12:00 Official Opening  

Session 1: The WCO Economic Competitiveness Package 

12.00 – 13.30 Lunch break 

13:30 - 17:30 Continuation of Session 1 

18.00 Tour of St Petersburg 

20.00 Cocktail reception 

DAY 2 THURSDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2013 

09:00 - 12:30 Session 2: The Impact on Customs of the Development, Implementation and 
Administration of Regional Integration Initiatives  

12.30 – 14.00 Lunch break 

14:00 – 17:30 Plenary Discussions on Session 2 

Break-out Working Sessions 

19.00 Dinner 

DAY 3 FRIDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 2013 

09:00 – 12:00 Session 3: The Enhancement of Professionalism in Customs and the 
Operationalization of the PICARD 2020 Strategic Document 

12:00 – 13:30 Updates 

Closing remarks 

 



AGENDA 

The Conference will be co-chaired by Prof. Elena Bogdanova, Director International Business and Law Institute of 
National Research University ITMO (IMBIP), and Ms. Heike Barczyk, Deputy Director Capacity Building, WCO 
Secretariat. 

DAY 1 WEDNESDAY, 18 SEPTEMBER 2013 

08.00-

09.30 
Registration 

09.30-

10.45 
Welcoming Remarks  

 Prof. Vladimir Vasilyev, Rector of St Petersburg National Research University of Optics 

and Mechanics (NRU ITMO)  

 Mr. Andrey Kokorev, Chairman of the Board of the Fund “International Center of 

external economic activities development CADUCEUS” 

 Lt. General Sergey Komlichenko, Deputy Head of Federal Customs Service, Russian 

Federation 

 Dr. Kunio Mikuriya, Secretary General of the World Customs Organization 

Session 1: The WCO Economic Competitiveness Package (ECP) 

10.45-

12.00 
Introduction: Mr Toshihiko Osawa, WCO Secretariat 

 

Presentations of research papers: 

  “Information Exchange in Global Logistics Chains : an application for model-based 

auditing ”, Dr. Albert W. Veenstra, Delft University, The Netherlands  

12.00 – 

13.30 
Lunch break 

13.30-

15.30 
Presentations of research papers to continue:  

 “Import Value De-minimis Level in Selected Economies as Cause of Undervaluation 

of Imported Goods”, Mr Cezary Sowinski, Customs & Regulatory Affairs Manager, 

DHL Express, Poland 

 “Measuring-up customs: a trade compliance cost perspective”, Dr. Andrew Grainger, 

Nottingham University Business School, UK 

 

Panel Discussion with the presenters and in plenary  

 

15.30-

16.00 
Coffee break 

16.00-

17.30 

Discussions to continue, based on further research input for the 8th PICARD Conference, 

including: 

How shall Customs incorporate Business views into their policy-making process? 

(Discussions based on a concrete case study from the cacao industry, by Dr. Joris 
Hulstijn, Delft University, The Netherlands.)  

 

18.00 Tour of St Petersburg 

20.00 Cocktail reception, offered by the WCO Secretary General, Dr. Kunio Mikuriya 



 

DAY 2 THURSDAY, 19 SEPTEMBER 2013 

Session 2: The Impact on Customs of the Development, Implementation and 

Administration of Regional Integration Initiatives (RII).   

09.00-

10.15 

Session moderated by Dr. Olga Sokolnikova, Chief of Customs Revenue and Tariff 

Regulation Dept, Russian Customs Academy 

Panel and discussions around Customs Case Studies 

 “Customs Administrations under Customs Union Systems”, Mr Tadashi Yasui, WCO 

Secretariat, presented by Mr Robert Ireland, WCO Secretariat 

  “The Impact on Customs of RII: the case for Zimbabwe Revenue Authority”, Dr. 

Nellie Dhaerah, Zimbabwe Revenue Authority  

10.15 – 

10.45 
Coffee break 

10.45-

11.45 
Presentation of research papers 

  “Discriminatory Treatment of Regional Trade Facilitation Initiatives: Is it reasonable 

and operational?”, Mr Shintaro Hamanaka, Economist, Asian Development Bank  

   “Post Doha Disease and the new Global Trade Paradigm: an Industry Perspective”, 

Mr Andrew Jackson, Executive Program Manager, IBM, Australia 

11.45-

12.45 
Panel and discussions on Co-ordinated Border Management 

 “Enhancing border management in the Southern African Development Community 

(SADC) to support consolidation of the SADC free trade area”, Prof. Gerhard 
Erasmus, Trade Law Centre (TRALAC), South Africa 

 “Anatomy of Border Management in a Single Economic Market”, Ms Germana Nicklin, 

Customs Service, Victoria University of Wellington, New Zealand  

12.45 – 

14.15 
Lunch break 

14.15-

15.00 
Discussions on morning session to continue  

 

Introduction to following working sessions 

15.15-

17.30 
Break-out Working Sessions 

(participants shall indicate their selection during Day 1 registration) 

What is the role of Customs 

in the different steps towards 
a Customs Union?  

(Based on research and 
experience from the Asia-Pacific 
region.) 

 

Mr. Shintaro Hamanaka, 
Economist, Asian Development 
Bank 

Mr. Shujie Zhang, Shanghai 
Customs College (representing 
Dr. Li Li,  “The Impact on 
Customs of the Implementation 
of China-ASEAN FTA”) 

Mr. Robert Ireland, WCO 
Secretariat 

 

Legal observations on some aspects 

of regional integration  

(Based on research and experiences in 
and from Russia) 

 

Ms Natalia Nyrkova, Russian Customs 
Academy (“Legal Environment of 
Integration Processes in the Customs 
Union within the Eurasian Econommic 
Community”) 

Ms Anna Gilyano,Russian Customs 
Academy (“Intellectual Property Rights 
protection, modern problems and 
prospects within the Customs Union 
Framework”) 

Mr. Vladimir Shamakhov, Director, North-
West Institute of Management of the 
Russian Presidential Academy of National 
Economy and Public Administration 

Multiple belonging to 

Regional Economic 
Communities 

(Based on research and 
experience from Africa) 

 

Mr. Jean-Paul Esamba, RILO 
Central Africa (“SADC, 
COMESA ECCAS – a 
solution for regional 
integration of the DRC?”) 

Mr. Rajeev Nawosah, 
Mauritius Revenue Authority 
(“Role of Customs in Free 
Trade Agreements in Eastern 
and Southern Africa”) 

19.00 Gala Dinner 



 

DAY 3 FRIDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 2013 

09.00-

10.00 
Mr. Jesus M. Vasquez Gomez, Chief of Staff of the Directorate General, Mexican Customs  

 

Presentation of the Break-out Working Sessions’ Conclusions and Recommendations 

 

Session 3: The Enhancement of Professionalism in Customs and the Operationalization of 

the PICARD 2020 Strategic Document 

10.00-

13.15 

Introduction on the PICARD 2020 Strategy, by Mrs Zsuzsa Kecskes, representative of the 

WCO Regional Training Center (RTC) Hungary for the Europe Region. 

 

Panel and discussions on Professionalism in Customs 

  “Through the lens of the WCO Professional standards and PICARD 2020: Using 

strategic HR in Customs Development projects”, Ms Unnur Yr Kristjansdottir,
 Directorate of Customs, Iceland 

 “Feasibility study of a European Customs academic program”, Ms Catherine Olivan, 

DGDDI, France 

 

What’s new! 

 Presentation of the EU Competency Framework for Customs based on the WCO 

Professional Standards, Mrs. Birgit Reiser, EU Training in Customs, European 

Commission 

 "Supranational professional standards as the basis for a national vocational training of 

Customs officials: how to implement a PICARD professional standard in the national 
education systems?", Prof. Bogdanova, Director of IMBIP, ITMO 

 

 WCO Secretariat Research activities, Mr Robert Ireland, WCO Secretariat 

 WCO updates on Learning and Development initiatives, Ms Bénédicte Meille, WCO 

Secretariat 

o  WCO Recognition of University Customs diploma: update and presentation 

of future development, Dr. Ibrahim Saleh Alnueimi, President of 
Community College Qatar 

 WCO Regional Office for Capacity Building (ROCB) and RTCs of the Europe Region 

 Updates by Members of the PICARD Advisory Group and by INCU since the 7th 

PICARD Conference in Marrakesh, Morocco in September 2012 

13.15-

13.30 
Closing remarks and Conference closure 

 


